Lomhn,  is,  Aldermanhurii,  Januarii  31,   |S-J(?. 
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]fi--:!  ANTI-SLAVERY  '^'^/^ 

^';'       MOiNTHLY     REPORTEJi.  ^Y— 

Tlie  "  Anti-Siavf.ry  Monthly  Riportrr"  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  the 
last  (lay  of  every  month.  (:oi>ie5  will  he  forwarded,  at  the  request  of  any  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  at  the  late  of  four  8liillin<;.s  per  h-indred.  All  persons  wishing 
to  receive  a  roRnlar  supply  are  requested  to  make  application  to  the  Serretaiy, 
at  the  Soeicly's  ofiice,  No.  is,  .Mderinanhury,  and  mention  the  conveyance  by 
which  they  may  be  most  convenicntl>  sent. 


PiiocEi:uiN(.is  Qv  TiiE  General  Meeting  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Soaefy,  held  at  Freemasons  Hall,  Great  Queen-Street,  Lincoln  s  Jnv 
Fields,  on  December  21s/,  1825. 

Mr.  "^ViLREiiroRCE  having  taken  the  chair,  lie  assured  the  meeting 
that  it  was  with  unaffected  diffidence  he  had  obeyed  the  call  of  many 
kind  friends  in  presuming  to  occnpy  the  chair.  He  felt  that  havino- 
been  compelled  by  indisposition  to  retire  from  his  more  proper  scene  of 
labour  in  Parhament,— it  did  not  become  him  to  occupy  so  prominent 
a  situation  as  that  whicli  he  filled  on  the  present  occasion.  But  he  also 
fell  that  he  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  consider  any  motives  of  a  per- 
sonal nature  when  he  was  called  upon  to  fulfil  a  great  and  important 
duty  to  God  and  man.  Believing,  therefore,  tluit  it  mio-ht  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  cause  that  he  should  occupy  the  chair,  witliout  fur- 
ther parley,  he  consented  to  the  proposal.  They  were  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  Petitioning  Parliament  to  urge  forward  that  reform  in  the 
state  of  the  Slave  Popul.ition  in  the  British  Colonies,  which  would  place 
that  population  in  a  condition  to  enjov  and  appreciate  the  blessings  of 
cnfranchisLiiuiit ; — a  consummation  that  Parliament  had  pledged  itself 
to  bring  a'ui.ul  a*  speedily  asjxjssible.  Of  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
such  an  application  to  the  Legislature  no  one  could  entertain  a  doubt 
who  recollected  the  circumstances  attending  the  long  contest  on  a  sub- 
ject similar  to  that  which  now  occupied  their  attention — he  meant  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  people 
of  Enghind  taking  up  that  cause  that  it  was  at  last  rendered  suc- 
cessful. It  was  at  the  present  moment  the  more  necessary  for  the  friends 
of  humanity  to  he^itir  themselves,  because  a  large  and  active  party  was 
formed  to  oppose  them.  It  was  by  the  union  of  people  of  the  middle 
class  of  society,  amongst  whom  was  comprised  the  greatest  portion  of 
virtue  and  understanding  in  every  free  community,  that  they  must  hope 
to  render  their  cause  successful  ;  one  step  towards  which,  was  their 
assembhng  on  the  present  occasion  (hear,  hear).  He  was  happy  to  see 
several  gentlemen  present  who  would  he  al)le  to  point  out  the  situation 
in  which  the  cause  at  present  stood,  and  what  measures  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  thereupon. 
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Tl^  n  [>"tl  ''I   the  C'oinmilltc  of  lli*  S«xitty,    as  i;ivtii    ii.    llit-  lukl 
Nuiii'.«  <     I  jIic  UefHirttr,  v»as  llicii  read. 

N|H  .1    M.\ct>iuMi,  III  119111^   lo  iiiuve  ilie  tiisi  (L-solulion,  observi-d 
l^  il,   ■(   ti'*^^   '^"i>  ((■*^''t  I'k'it^uie   lo   coiiteiii|>l.tie  liiat    on   llie  present 
otca»»oii  llie  tliair  u.ii  tilled,    (hul    tluir    cause  was   served  in  the  vi  i  v 
iuii,  \ij  llic  \eiitrable   uiid   illusliiuus   person  who  was  llie  deliverer  ol' 
Africa,  a»  far,  al  lean,  u»  tiui  country  was  concerned,  from  the  scourge 
of  llie  Slave  Trade,   und  vvlio,    lie  truited.   would  live  to  co-o|)erute  in 
the  delivennij  llic  Uiitisli  empire  tVoin  ihe  scourge  of  SLveiy.      L'pon  ;i 
subject  wliich  hid  been  exhausted,  if   he  might  use  the  phmsc,    by  the 
feelings   of  everv  one's   heart    then    present,   betore   one    syllable    had 
been  uttered,  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  hnu   to   address   the  Meel- 
inU  at  length,  even  if  it  were  otherwise  cuiiveuient  to  do  so.     He  would, 
therefore,  shortly  stale  the  reasons  of   his  conlinueil  and  unshaken  /lmI 
for  the  cause   in  which  they  were   engaged.      He  lelt  tlie   most   zealous 
wishes  for  the  success  of  ilie  caus'%  because  he  considered   its  success 
indispensable   to  acnuit   ll.o   consi.iences  and  clear  the    honour   of  the 
British  people ;    and   because,    in   sincerity  of    soul,    he    believed     its 
success     would,    more    tlian     any    other    measure,    oontriljute     to    the 
safety   and   welfare  of  the  Luiupean   inhabitants  of  the  colonies;  and, 
lastly,   and  above  all,  because  he  tliought    it    would    raise   a   million  ot 
human   beings  to   the  comlilion  of  men.       .Sir  Janies  Macintosh   then 
referred  to  the  Ileport  of  Mr.  Dwarris  and  its  striking  inconsistencies. 
It  was    impossible   to   ima^iiie  lliat   any  beings    in  human    form,  could 
exist    in    such    a   stale  of  degradation   as   these   nnhappv  Slaves    were 
described  by  him  to  be  in.     To  one  [lassage  in  particular  he  would  call 
their  attention  as  showing  the  giievous  disijualiHcations  under  which  the 
Negroes  labour  in  procuring  redrtss  lor  injiirv.     The  passage  occurred 
in  Mr.  Dwarris's  Report  of  ilie  Judicial   Eslablishnienis  of  Harbatloes, 
and  is  as  follows: — "  In  a  case  of  even  very  grievous  bodily  injury,  in- 
liicted   upon  a   Slave  by  a    mana-^er,  the  sutlerer  himself,  or  his  .Slave 
brethren   who  were  present,  cannot  give  evidence,  even  though   all  the 
free  persons  on  the   prtinises  should  have   been  designedly   Sent  out  of 
the   way.      In  such  a  case,  a  Slave  is   ikjI  allowed  to  be  a   prosecutor. 
Maimed,  mutitattd,  dt^/fyurtd,  dumevibered,  his   wouuds  must  be  the 
only  tongues  permitted  to  relate  his  wrongs  !  "     Such  is  the  condition, 
(Sir  James  went  on  to  remark)  the  degraded  and  defenceless  condition, 
of  the  unfortunate  and  devoted  luhabitaiits  of  our  Colonies.     What  then 
must  be   our  surprise  to  meet   in  the  statements  of  liiis   very  same  Re- 
porter, an  eulogy  on  the  happy  state  in  which  the  Slaves  live  under  this 
de 'ladtd  condition  ?     "  But  left  to  himself,"   the  Reporter  informs  us, 
*'  the  poor  Slave  is  generally  contenltd  and  happy.      Possessing  a  s|.ot 
to  whuh  he  IS  commonly  attached,  looking  lo  his  master  for  support  in 
health,  care  m  sickness,   and  advice  and   help  in  distress  and  dirticulty, 
the  improvident  Negro,  far  from  pining  in   misery,   dances  and  sleeps, 
trifles  and  di earns  away  life,  thoughtless,  careless,  and  happily  ignorant 
of  his  own  unpriUected  condition,  and  of  the  iinpolciil  fury  of  tlie  laws." 
— W  hat  !  i»  It  lluii  possible  that  a  human  being,  who  may  be  '  maimed, 
mutilated,    dish^^ured,  and  dismembered'   with   impunity',  can  fiisk  and 
dance,  and  dream  away  life  in  thonghtleso  ignorance  of  his  unprotected 
condition'     Aie   these  the  [x-rsons,   who.  we   are  lo   suppose,  lead,   .is 
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\\\ey  are  described  to  do,  n  life  of  luxurious  rnjoymfnl  ''  Should  wo  not 
ratltcr  sav,  tliat  there  couhl  not  \xj  a  more  huniilialinp  |»ictiirc  of  human 
degradation   than  ihat  presented  to   us  l>y  persons   who  could  be  con- 
tented under  sucli  a  condition  of  existence  ?     As  had  Iwen  very  properly 
sugirested  in  the  Report  just  read,  "sujjposing  such  a  picture  as  this  to 
be  realized  on  the  estate  s  of  a  few  of  the  few  resident  Planters,  yet  in 
wltat  respects  does  it  difilr  from  that  which  nii'^lit  be  given,  bymany  an 
English   gentleman,  of  his  sliid  of  horses,  or  of  his  kennel  of  hounds  ? 
The    comforts    and    enjoymenti;  of  the   Negro,  on  the   shewing  of   Mr. 
Dwariis,  were,  like  those   of  the  horse  and  the  dog,  exclusively  of  the 
animal  kind."      The  ilUistralion   was  most   appropriate ;  the   comparison 
was  just,      h   appeared  to  him  that  this  ingenious  writer,  Mr.  Dwarris, 
liad  studied   poetrv  more  than  truth.      He  a[)peare(l  to  have  had  in  his 
view  a  well-known  passage  of  one  of  our  most  celcbraled  poets  (Pope), 
in  which  he  points  out  the  wise  dispensations  of  our  Creator  in  assig-n- 
<ng  Ignorance  to  the  brute  creation  as  a  mitigation  of  their  condition  : — 
The  lamb  thy  riot  dooms  to  bJecd  to-dav, 
H.ul  he  thy  reason,  wouiti  lie  s>ki()  and  pl.iv  !' 
Pleased  to  tlie  last,  he  crops  the  flow'ry  food, 
Ajid  licks  the  hand  just  raised  to  sIkvI  his  blood.' 
This  was  tiie  passage;  whiedi  douijiltss  Mi.  Dwarris  hael  in  his  eye,  when 
he  spoke  of  the  gaiety  with   which  ^^'est-lndian  Slaves  could  dance  and 
amuse  themselves,  whilst  the  sameciueltv  could  be  e\tended  to  them  as 
i.s  shewn,  and  often,  he  must  say,  with  wantomiess  ami  depravity,  shewn 
to  the  brute  creation.      This  was  a  passage  whieh  llic  poet  introdue-es  to 
'  justify  the  ways  of  (iod  to  man  ;'  it  shewed  bow,  by  ignorance  of  their 
suH't-rings,  he    mitigated   the  condition  of  the  brute  creation.     And  it 
uug^ested  to  our  ingenious  writer,  the  parallel  case  of  a  nnllion  of  our 
i'eilow-creatures  reduced  to  a  similar  degradation.      If  this,  then,  was  to 
be  regarded  as    a  state  of  happiness,  it  was    a  state  of  happiness  that 
foulel  only  exist  by  extm-gmshing  within  human  l>eings,  the  capacities  of 
theiught,  intelligence,  and  reflection, — by  depriving  them  of  the  desires, 
idleclions,  and    passions  of  eirdinary  men— by    brutalizing  them, — nay, 
by   worse  than   brutalizing  them  :  for  to  reduce  a  human   being  to  the 
level  of  a  brute,  it  was  necessary  to  deprive  him  of  reason  and  retlection  ; 
«fld    the  de-gradation  tWieby  inflicted   upon  him  was  greater  than  even 
that  of  the  brute.  In  l>>'2.'i,  Parliament  passed  Resolutions  which  declared 
the  necessity  of  adopting  some  effectual  and  decisive  measures  for  miti- 
trating  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  Slave  population  in  the  West 
Indies,  with  the  view  to  their  admission  ultimately  to  share  in  the  civil 
rights  of  the  rest  of  His  .Majesty's  subjects.      At  that  time,  Mr.  Can- 
ning declared,  that  if  any  contumacy  should  be  exhibited  with  regard  to 
them  by   the  Colonists,  he  would  consider  that  a  case   upon  which  he 
would  be  authorized  to  claim  the  inteiference  of  Parliament.     One  of 
the  things    recommenelcd    in    the  Parliamentary  Resolutions  was,   that 
the   evidence  of  Slaves  shoulel   be  made   admissible.      How  had    this 
recommendation  been   received    in   one    of  the    greatest  Colonies  ?    A 
Resoluliem  to  that  effect  was  proposed  in  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  and 
rejected  upon  a  division  of  .34  to  1 — that  was,  the  whole  house  divided 
against    the  maker  of  the  motion.      Here  was   one   of  the  least   objec- 
tionable of  the  recommendations  ot    }'arliament    rejected   indignantly. 
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NV,»4  iioi  ll>i«  an  act  of  coitluinacy  '  ^^'..»  il  nol  saymg  to  l\kili.inient  — 
•■  llci«-  wt;  viic  ntastef*,  :tii<l  \  v  Mill  nr.t  alter  aiiv  pari  ul"  our  Slave 
I  txic  .it  vcur  ftcoiiiii»t:iid.»l  .  1  '"  AlUt  ajtologiziii^  \'v\'  lia\ini;  tli-uiiped 
ilic  .MitUut,  «i«j  loiijj,  ll.c  11 .  •<'.uij1>Ic  ^(.iitlciiidn  conclutlei.i  willi  moving 
iIk  tirAi  Ur*ulutK»ii. 

Alu.  Cuoi  I. II  \  M ,  lit  iisiii^t  •  !>tcuii<i  ihc  resolution,  said,  that  lie  \MHiKI 
ilctaiii  ilic  Mccnii;^  '.Jill  >i  \i  V  Icvv  iiioiiiLiiis.  Tlie  tVieiids  of  the  cau^c• 
Mere  t.!i.irt;v<t  witti  moIliac,  wiili  « iilliusi.i>in,  vviili  hoi  /tial,  hecause 
ihev  liU  loi  ibc  iulli  riui;>  of  bJU.OUO  olllitir  tcllow  creatures;  because 
l!ic-y  lahcM  that  t'  « ii  roiiilitioii  had  hut  onlv  not  been  improved,  but 
had  jji'-'Wi  uu.'s.  ,4iiti  vvois^*;  ami  !>c«.ause  this  aroused  llicir  leeliii.;s  of 
hui.-i  itv,  tilt  y  were  accusid  of  |iioceediug  with  ra>hne<9  and  pn^ci- 
pilaiicv  I  Ku>hness  in  v^hal  '.  In  having  \^'aited  miiIujuI  advanciii'^  one 
sti|»  It  a. lids  the  ui  eoiuphshinenl  of  ihcir  uiject  for  a  ijuartcr  of  a  Ctn- 
tuiv  '  J  lien  they  \seiecli  ngcil  wiih  talvin^'  their  acconiils  of  facts  from 
paidil  or  ijiiioraiil  i'-urcis.  Well,  their  answer  to  this  was.  tiiat  not 
one  Moid  slnmid  he  slalitl  but  what  had  come  fn  m  under  the 
planti  ^'  o.-  n  liands  and  seals.  His  Learned  Friend,  Sir  J.  Macintosh, 
had  allud-.'d  to  the  iLpoit  of  Mr.  Uwarris.  He  (Mr.  Bioujrhani)  ga\e 
dial  >^-c:uleniaii  cr^da  tor  the  candour  of  that  report,  because  he  was 
himself  u  [/lantti  ..nJ  the  owner  of  aSL'.\e  Estate  onv^hich  were  '220 
Nejjioes;  and  tUciLfore  had  to  contend  with  prejudices  nr'.sin;^  I'rom  his 
Mtualh'w,  and  willi  l^.hn^s  if  ptis  inl  inliiis>t.  He  had  bLcn  asso- 
ciatid,  in  the  <li->ch.u  ;e  of  the  iliilv  wl.i  h  he  had  been  ccini:ii>»ion*  d  to 
peil'uiin,  wall  .ii.^,tliei  i:»  iilleiii.in,  who  w.ts  not  placed  in  similar  cir- 
cunl^t  iiices  ;  I  nt  the  hit>tr,  nnh.ippilv,  was  no  niore.  However,  he  (.Mr. 
Urou^l;iMij  ciita.iily  ihiiUi^hl  that  Mr.  Dwams's  statinieuls,  in  inanv 
lespetls,  luiiciii  ^j'reai  candour,  and  at  all  exeiits  ll.tv  were  suthcieiit 
for  iheif  ^.th  •  .S.jctcty's;  p'iipo.-e.  Mr.  Dwanis  staled  that  in  barbadoe< 
the  sla\e  had  i.o  [)iotecti<Ji.  .1^  iiist  his  master.  This  mi^ht  have  been 
written  befoie  the  passing  of  the  late  Baibadocs  act;  bul  even  if  he 
hud  seen  that  act  at  the  time,  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Dwarris  would  have 
altered  his  exprtssions  on  the  subject  unless  il  were  to  express  his  dis- 
approbation of  il.  '  I'reviousto  1824,"  said  Mr.  Brouo^hani,  "  there  was 
no  law  in  Barbadows  by  v»hich  cruelly  lo  a  Slave,  or  oven  llie  torture,  or 
mutilaiiod,  or  (..iimeuiberment  of  a  Sla\e,  was  [)unishable.  In  18J4, 
howeser,  a  clause  vas  introduced  into  lie  new  act  to  the  tollowing 
ell'ecl;  .md  heiu  let  me  beg  the  ultcntion  of  the  nieetiiijj,  and  they  will 
.it  once  perceive  the  na'.ure  and  extent  of  the  protection  alloidcil  lo  the 
wretched  Slave,  even  by  ihis  last  and  besl  edition  of  the  liarbadt)c^ 
S!a\  .  Code. — *  Whereas  it  is  highly  expedient  to  u-liain  owners,  and 
olhcrs  haviiij^  the  (government  ami  the  diicction  of  ."slaves,  t'rom  iii- 
liisiiimniauly,  M.uil'^nly,  and  ciuellv  exercising  the  power  llicy  possess 
ovcr."*>l  ues  ;  and  as  the  cruJty  of  [iiinishnient  bv  riot:.;intJ  necessaiilv 
ilcpei.ds  much  mile  on  the  niunner  <  f  inllii  tin;;  il  ih.ni  upon  the  nnii.ber 
ul  slrijHs,  il  Is  iheretore  luosl  conducive  to  llie  ends  of  liumanily'  [nol 
lo  hmii  llie  nuii.ber  ol  Lshes,  but]  *  to  lru>l  Iji  the  discretion  and  ^ood 
leelm^s  ol  ihe  justices  before  whom  ctjinphinls  shall  be  made.'  Here, 
then,  aie  the  wivlilnd  *>»laves  not  proteilid  \,\  law,  but  liiriud  over  to 
the  ■  iuunaiiilv'  lii'>l  ol  ihe  master  ami  his  deh^aUs,  ami  ;lieii  of  the 
jii»li>  rs  ahev  lh<  iii-i  !m  *  .d»\a\s  S|a\e-()wiii  1st.  i>eli>ie  whom  c<>mplainl£, 
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8)»ail  he  made!  It  is  furtlier  enaotcd.  and  1  beseech  you  to  mark  tlic 
exteiJt  of  protection  extended  to  tlie  Negroes  l)v  tliis  '  wise'  and  '  salu- 
tary' nic;ii;ure.  It  is  enacted,  tliat  if  any  person  oonunits,  or  causes  to 
be  committed,  anv  wanton  act  of  crnelly  towards  auv  Slave,  or  shall 
wantonly,  maliciously,  and  cruelly  whip,  beat,  or  bruise  anv  Slave,  such 

person,  on    conviction  before   two  jnslices,    niav    be what  do   you 

think  '.  Subjected  to  some  adecjuate  punishment?  Oh.  no:  he  may  be 
fined  25/.  currency,  or  about  17/.  sterling-!  So  that  you  see  any  one 
may  torture  a  Slave;  he  may  bruise  and  crush  his  bodv  ;  he  may  inflict 
upon  him  every  cruelty  short  of  dismemberment  or  death,  even  cruellies 
from  which  death  would  be  a  relief,  and  yet  does  he  pay  not  more  than 
about  17/.  sterling:  and  observe,  that  the  17/.  mentioned  here  is  Ithe 
maximum,  and  may  be  reduced  to  17rf.  according  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
justices  before  wliom  the  complaint,  is  made.  And  vet  this  act  received 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature  of  that  island  ;  nay,  it  was  even  described 
by  the  gentleman  who  proposed  it  as  an  act  which  woidd  do  honour  to 
themselves,  and  endear  their  rememliranee  to  posterity.  Nor  is  this  all. 
By  the  same  act,  any  person  may  maiiu,  muti!;itc,  (t  dismember  a 
Slave,  and  l)c  liable,  on  conviction,  only  to  fine  or  imprisonment,  (no  mi- 
mmum  o\  maximum  being  fixed),  as  the  Court  shall  ihuik  ht.  It  was  in 
this  island  that,  previous  to  180.''),  the  murder  of  a  Slave,  when  it  could 
be  proved,  was  punished  by  a  fine  of  11/.  slerlin;:.  In  iSO.'j,  that  act 
was  rejiealed,  and,  in  its  stead,  it  was  enacted,  th.it  anv  person  wilfully 
maliciously,  wantonly,  and  iritfwut  ]iroi'ocatinv,  killmc::  anv  Slue,  shall 
be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  sutler  death  without  benefit  of 
clersy.  But  the  nature  of  the  provocation  was  not  defined  ;  so  that  lei 
a  Slave  hut  liold  up  his  finger — nay,  let  him  but  look  cross  or  dissa- 
tisfied— let  him  even  use  an  irritating  or  contemptuous  expression,  there 
is  at  once  sutficient  provocation,  the  poor  wretch's  life  may  be  taken 
with  impunity.  The  words  '  without  provocation'  have  since  been 
erased  from  the  law  ;  but  it  still  remains  the  law,  tliat  if  any  ])er5on 
shall  unfortunately  kill  by  accident  the  Slave  of  another,  he  shall  only 
be  liable  to  an  action  at  law  for  tlve  value  of  tlie  Slave;  or  if  any  Slave 
shall  be  killed  while  committing  or  attempting  to  commit  any  robbery, 
theft,  burglary,  or  arson,  or  in  the  attempt  to  maim  or  injure  anv  White 
person,  the  person  killing  any  such  Slave  shall  not  be  punished'  for  the 
same  [either  capitally  or  otherv.ise.  Such  are  some  of  the  enactments 
which  will  endear  the  remembrance  of  the  Barbadoes  Icaisliiture  to 
posterity  ! 

"  Let  us  now,"  continued  .Mi'.  Brougham,  "  look  at  the  other  side  of 
the  account,  and  contrast  witli  the  impunity  of  tlie  White  the  punish- 
ments to  be  inflicted  on  Slaves,  as  well  as  the  sort  of  offences  of 
which  tliey  may  be  guilty.  I  find  it  enacted,  for  example,  '  that  any 
Slaves  guiltv  of  quarrelling  or  fighting  with  one  another  ;  or  of  insolent 
language  or  gestures'  [mark  that]  *  to  any  White  person  ;  or  of  swear- 
inii',  or  uttering  any  obscene  speeches  ;  or  of  drunkenness,  or  making, 
selling,  throwing,  or  firing  squibs,  serpents,  or  other  fire-works  ;  or  of 
cuek-fighting,  or  gaming  ;  or  of  ridiii'j;  on  a  faster  gait  than  a  walk  ;  or 
oi'  driving  on  a  f.ister  gait  than  a  gentle  trot;  orofcruellv  whipping  or 
i)i  iIiiil;  any  horse,  mare,  mule,  ass,  or  other  cattle  ;  or  of  negli^-entlv 
'iiiviii^  any  cait,  (!i.c.,  or  ot  any  disoiderlv  (.:onducl  or  behaviour,  shall. 
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mi  eoavicuon  Lwl'ore  a  mugiju.ue,  Lkj' — What  Jo  yuu  iluuk  '.  •onienced 
to  a  week."*  iinpriionmcni.   or   tineil  a  few    Bliillinjjs '  — No  ;    shall    be 
•  wluuLK-<i  at  ilie  ili*crclioii  ul"  sulIi  nugistraie,  iioi  excetdiitg  llurtyinue 
•triLH^)!'      .Vgdiii,  U  i&  wisely   ciirt«  ted,  ilial  '  any  Slave  who   >hall  hear 
<tiiy  uihtff  SUsc   »|M.*ak   any  w.jids    lendiny   lo  luuliuy  ur    rehclliou,  or 
shall  Liio\»  of  Ills  havini:  ^^iiipjwder  or  arms  in  his  (josakrasioii  for  pur- 
pose* of  rtrbclhou,  and   sliall   uol  immediatrly  disclose   ihc  same,  shall 
•uder  death,  without  btiictil  of  tiertjy,  or  buch  other  punishment  as  the 
court    uiav  tiunk.  tit."      Here  is  let^ialalion  wilh  a  vtiigtancf  !      Vuu  see 
Utat  the  Slave   who   hears  another  Slave  use  word*  /t/ecijny  to    rebellion 
(of  which  tendency,  mind,  lie  is,   in  the  first   instance,   (.uiislituled  the 
»ole  jiid^e)  must  make  up  his  mind  not  only  that  such  is  then  ti  ndencv, 
but   also  ihat  the  W  htle  jud^e  to  whom   he  is  to  make  ihe   communi- 
cation, will   also  make  up  his  mind  that  such  ia  their  tendency;   and  if 
he  does  not  do  this— thai  is  to  say,  if  he  does  not  make  np  his  mind  be- 
forehand, to  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  the  White  jud^e  lo  whuin  he 
is  to  make  a  communieaiion — ^then  i*  he  to  be  han^jed  without  benefit 
of  cleijjy,  or  be  liable  to  such  other  pumshmenl  as  the  Court  may  think 
fit.      it    u  needless  lo   say  much  more  upon  this  act,  which  is  to  entitle 
lis  framers  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  posterity."     After  txpressinij 
a  strong  ho|>e  that  the  e\..\iii|)lu  now  set  by  the  iiielropohs  would  be  lol- 
lowed    by     nietliii;;s    ihrounli'iut    the    kin;^dom,    the     honourable    and 
learned  "onlleman  concluded  by  observing,  that  unless  the  iiecessilv  of 
adopting  the    measures  they   here  recommended   was  now  urged  upoo 
Parliament    by  the    uniltd    voi»"e    of    the   People  ot  Great    Biitam,    the 
wretched  Shucs   would   lemaiii  in  then  present  miserable  condition  for 
auother  i|uarter  of  a  century. 

Mu.  F.  Hlxion  ro>e  lo  move  a  string  of  IJesolutioiis,  and  in  doing 
■>o,  he  would  not  ariect  that  he  appeared  before  the  meeting  with 
any  faiat-heartedness.  Their  cause  had  made  rapid  progress,  a 
change  had  taken  place  which  must  lead  to  the  speeds  downfall  of  the 
system — a  change,  not  \a  the  minds  of  this  Society,  lor  they  had 
always  hated  Slavery  ;  but  a  change  in  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large, 
\*  ho  began  to  feel  how  abommable  the  system  wafi,  and  how  many  niil- 
lions  it  cost  them.  It  had  often  grieved  him  to  perceive  the  incredulity 
with  which  their  i^the  Abuhlionists") statements  were  received,  parlicularly 
Ui  the  House  of  Commons  ;  hut  it  had  not  surprised  him,  fur  il  wasdith- 
cult  to  believe  that  such  enormities  existed  in  any  [lart  of  ihe  Hriiish 
dominions.  But  now  the  Wisl  India  Phmtttrs  have  became  their  own 
historians,  ihe  system  appeared,  from  their  own  conlessions  lo  be 
worse  than  it  had  ever  been  represented  l)y  its  bitterest  enemies.  They 
(;hf  Abolitionists)  stated  in  the  House  of  ("oinnn^ns,  ihal  the  cart-whip 
was  lite  principal  stimulant  to  labour  in  the  West  Indies;  Uiey  were  told 
ihal  that  was  a  gross  falsehood,  (lenllemen  of  reputation  came  forward 
and  said  thai  they  had  resided  there,  and  never  witnessed  it,  or  heard 
the  music  of  ilftlash;  whiUt  others  admitted  that  it  had  been  seen  on  a 
few  estates,  where, however, it  was  only  exhibited  tied  across  the  driver's 
shoulders,  not  for  the  purpose  of  dogging  the  Negroes,  but  as  an  emblem 
of  authority — as  an  ornameDl,  but  iiot  for  use.  But  mark;  the  legisla- 
tuic  recommended  that  the  cart-whip  should  be  |)nt  down;  instantly  a 
cry  wa»  laised  fiom  one  end  of  the  Colonies  to  ihc  olhei  ;  the  carl-whip 


was  (.leclarcd  to  be  indispensable,  8o  long  as  Slavery  existed ;  and  thp 
Planters  replied,  "  Well,  we  will  abolish  this  ornamrnt,  but  you  must 
give  us  compensation  for  our  Slaves  to  the  an^ount  of  many  inillioni 
of  pounds."  Thehon.  gentleman  then  animadverted  upon  the  monstroui 
nature  of  a  system  that  allowed  wives  to  be  torn  from  their  husbands, 
and  children  from  their  parents,  and  read  advertisements  from  Co- 
lonial Newspapers  in  proof  of  his  assertions.  He  next  dwelt  upon  the 
horrors  of  the  Negroes'  condition,  subject  as  they  are,  both  men, 
women,  and  children,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  Fiscal  of  Ber- 
bice,  to  frequent  and  barbarous  cart-whipi)ings,  and  other  dreadful  in- 
flictions, at  the  caprice  of  proprietors  or  overseers;  and  pledged  him- 
self never  to  cease  liis  exertions,  until  the  odious  and  abominable  system 
was  abolished.  After  congratulating  the  Meeting  upon  the  promise  of 
his  learned  friend  to  bring  the  subject  forward  early  in  the  ensuing 
Session  of  Parliament,  he  concluded  bv  reminding  them  that  they  had  a 
sacred  duty  to  God  and  man  to  perform,  which  he  called  upon  them 
to  discharge  manfullv. 

Mr.IJkn.man  seconded  the  Ilesolutiuns  proposed  by  Mr.  Buxton  in 
an  animated  speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  contended,  that  although 
laws  in  other  countries  were  blessings  to  the  inhabitants,  those  of  the 
West  Indies  were  rather  intended  as  curses  to  the  unliappy  Slaves  in 
those  Colonies;  and  that  what  was  there  called  trial  by  jury,  had  not 
one  quality  of  that  noble  tribunal  about  it  but  the  name,  which  it  dis- 
graced. The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  took  a  rapid  survey 
of  the  difl'erent  questions  connected  with  this  subject,  which  had 
lately  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament,  to  show  that  the  system 
could  not  be  allowed  to  continue  much  longer,  and  to  prove  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  gradual  but  rapid  (instead  of  slow)  emancipation  of  the 
Slaves.  Mr.  Dtnman's  address  was  received  with  grt-at  warmth  of 
approbation. 

.John  Jcjsr.rji  Gi'kni.y,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  petition, 
suggested  that  some  precise  period  should  be  fixed,  beyond  which  no 
person  should  continue,  and  no  child  be  born,  a  slave. 

Dr.  l-isii  I  n(;iox  said,  wherever  the  great  question  of  the  Abolition 
of  Slave!  Y  was  acritated,  he  wished  to  attend,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it 
his  huniblc,  but  zealous  support.  It  was  necessary  at  this  period,  that 
public  feeling  sh  uld  be  aroused  upon  this  momentous  question  ;  for. 
in  propoilion  to  the  difficulties  they  hafl  to  encounter,  should  be  their 
cxeilions  to  surmount  thein.  It  was  true,  that  the  Resolutions  passed 
i[i  the  House  of  Commons  in  1823,  proclaimed  the  repentance  of  that 
House  foi  having  ever  sanctioned  Slavery  ;  but  he  should  never  believe 
that  repcMiiaiice  sincere  until  he  saw  Parliament  come  forward,  and,  at 
whatevfr  price,  |)rofess  their  readiness  to  remedy  the  evils  they  had 
caused  in  our  Colonies  by  their  voles.  But  the  House  of  Commons 
could  do  but  little  unless  backed  by  the  voice  of  the  people.  It  should 
be  recollrcted  that  the  supporters  of  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  had,  in 
the  House  of  Conmions  between  fifty  and  sixty  interested  ofiponenis. 
Alas!  piivate  interest  there  too  often  interfered  with  public  duty,  and 
those  who  had  gain  and  emolument  in  view  were  much  more  active 
than  those  who  merely  endeavoured  to  achieve  a  public  good.  Iliero 
fore  it  was,  that  every  exertion  should  be  made— every  nerve  should  bo 
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«irain«d  lo  Accomplish  ihcir  ijreal  object — the  Aholiiion  ot  "  ii  er\-  It" 
ihore  wA«  anv  truth  in  |jhilo%u|ihy  ;  il'  t'  ey  were  to  place  c:'*  zr'^ce  in 
the  sacred  Wonl  of  Gixl  hmist-lf — it  was  impossible  to  belie-^r  ::- :!  such 
a  system  could  conlinueto  exist.  Il  was  never  i^ivon  by  0<:  ;  '.:^'z^n,to 
bold  hit  tVllow-inan  m  Slivery.  He  bad  early  embarked  ."-  •"  •  '^luse, 
and,  he  pledged  bimscll  never  to  retire  fiom  it  until  ::•?  ^  'ejects 
they  h.»d  in  view  should  be  attained.  Every  thin*  short  ::'  \  total 
AboliU'^n  ot"  Slavery,  be  considered  as  iinsriliitactury,  and  ci-d.'j  only 
m  disapiKjiriiuuiil  and  discontent.  .Alniiijhty  CJod,  in  his  w.i::T2,  never 
^avc-  It  to  trail  man  to  adopt  a  course  of  immiity,  and  then  :;  »::  p  short 
and  »av,  so  tar  will  1  ijo  and  no  farther;  the  evil,  if  n:t  l-:^^*rthe^ 
rooted  uut,  must  ^o  on  increasing',  and  produciip^  still  id  ..-i  rrsery 
and  distress.  Ihe  learned  Doctor,  after  a  splendid  ami  ^:  ri'. nted 
eulogiuni  ii|)on  ilie  worthy  Chairtnaii,  proceeded  to  point  :  -".  !'fr  F. 
Biiston  as  ihe  most  tit  and  [)roper  person  to  tiLud  in  his  •--:<.  ^nd 
present  their  Petition  in  the  House  of  Commons;  in  the  H<'  .;r  ?  Lords, 
he  conceived,  they  could  not  iiurust  their  Petition  to  any  r::-=  ;^';'ous 
and  undeviatin^  friend  than  His  Koyal  Hiijiiness  the  Duk-.  "  f  'jIou- 
cester.  The  supporters  of  the  .Abolition  of  Slavery  took  ih.-  r  xand 
upon  the  eternal  principles  of  truth  and  justice,  and  it  wc •;  i  :■*•  ri'.'Xt 
to  blasphemy  to  doubt  of  their  success.  The  supporters  :' •.::•;  Q'jes- 
lion  in  Parliament,  would  use  their  best  exertions  —  ihey  .r  7  «■'  Tirht 
the  aid  of  the  |)eople ;  so  supjiorted,  ihey  would  tij^hl  the  r^"  r.  ^nd, 
please  Ood,  would  achieve  the  victory.  The  learned  ^er.'..^:r.-!i  'on- 
cluded  bv  moving  the  t'oiirth  Resolution. 

-Mr.  Cropper,  in  secondin:^^  the  Resolution,  pointed  out,  in  i'".'^  =ind 
torcible  terms,  the  great  advaiita2:e  which  free  labour  h::i  :'r:  the 
work  performed  bv  Slates,  and  in  support  of  his  ar^umer:  i  -d  to 
dilierent  cases  in  the  East  an.l  West  Indies,  and  North  Car:  .ri. 

.\  .Motion  of  thanks  lo  ibe  Cbainnaa  v.as  then  put,  :zz.  ;";rr.«--d 
unanmiouslv,  wl-.en 

Mk.  WiLUKiiFoRCE  lose  and  said,  I  will  not  det.\in  you  \:  it  (his 
late  hour.  1  shall  simplv  sav  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  '!'  .'•:  '■'-'t  I 
could — I  hope  all  of  you  will  do  the  same,  with  spirit  an'.  -t~'  uion. 
How  \on^  shall  this  abominable  system  continue  ?  We  are  liw^rable 
to  God  and  our  country  lor  its  prolongation,  and  are  bouna  ".  '.'s  i  out 
the  sense  of  the  country,  wtre  it  only  for  the  sake  of  the  Pl*-.':r'»  "  ^rn- 
selves.  The  slaves  know  they  have  rijjhts  ;  they  have  hM  'z-^yi  to 
hope  for  the  restoration  of  them — the  cup  of  tVeedom  has  \~:.  -.T!d  to 
their  lips,  and  has  been  dashed  down  again  bi  foro  iheyco-..!  'i^fr  it. 
That  thi  re  be  no  more  of  this  cruel  tritlinj  with  tlieir  feelipir^  —  i-rt  P'*'"- 
liameni  itself  enact  laws  tor  their  eniancip  ilion.  The  same  :••*<:'•"« 
were  made  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  that  are  now  urr-^  -  tj-;  'Jbt 
the  emancipation  of  slavts  ;  vtt  they  who  urged  them  then.  --\--^''>i« 
expressed  their  approbation  of  that  measure.  Let  us  do  our  '..\J.  ■*^i'i 
Parliament  will  do  theirs,  and  universal  satislactioii  and  hap:  '-'-%  ^dl 
be  the  result. 


Am,  iiiiii   •iltollur  jiuLiUatiom  of  the   Society,  imit)   In  hud    if  i-c      iue 

l>,  .lUriLtutiliurif  :  >,i  lit  l/cMr«.  Hatchardi,  Ih7,  I'iii'ulilht,  ititd  Ar^\  •.  '     -tti//. 

rhru  mni  itt*o    he    /'». •,.»»•<  J   thrnuah   >iny    bonkti-Her,  or  iit    the  de\>'itt  '^^    A  b.ti' 
Vm/Tv  Sntiettf  Iki-iugkoMt  ihr  ktmadom. 


